
RANK PLAYER HT.  WT. POS. SCHOOL (LOCATION) COLLEGE CHOICE
    1. Percy Harvin 6-1 190 WR Landstown (Va. Beach) Florida
    2. Vidal Hazelton 6-2 195 WR Hargrave (Chatham) Southern Cal
    3. Jarrell Miller 6-3 230 LB Highland Springs UNC
    4. Damon McDaniel 6-0 190 WR Landstown (Va. Beach) Florida
    5.  Evan Royster 6-1 195 RB Westfield (Chantilly) Penn State
    6. Chris Bell 6-4 205 WR Granby (Norfolk) Penn State
    7. John Graves 6-3 249 DE Meadowbrook (Richmond) Virginia Tech
    8. Keith Payne 6-3 195 RB Oakton (Vienna) Virginia
    9. Brandon Minor 6-0 213 FB Varina (Richmond) Michigan
    10. Brian Whitmore 6-4 255 DE Oscar Smith (Chesapeake) Maryland
    11. Brent Vinson 6-1 180 WR Phoebus (Hampton) Tennessee
    12. Dedrick Epps 6-4 227 TE Huguenot (Richmond) Miami
    13. Brandon Caleb 6-1 194 WR Fork Union (Fork Union) Oklahoma
    14. Sean Gottschalk 6-4 256 DL Deep Run (Richmond) Virginia
    15. Alex Stadler 6-5 295 OL Liberty (Bealeton) Alabama
    16. Matt Wright 6-2 215 LB Phoebus (Hampton) Virginia Tech
    17. Greg Davis 6-2 195 DB Blue Ridge (St. George) West Virginia
    18. Darryl Robertson 6-3 285 DT Liberty (Bedford) Virginia Tech
    19. Lucas Caparelli 5-11 180 RB Robinson (Fairfax) Wake Forest
    20. Ras-I Dowling 6-2 180 WR-DB Deep Creek (Chesapeake) Virginia
    21.  Kam Chancellor 6-4 210 QB Maury (Norfolk) Virginia Tech
    22. B.J. Cabbell 6-6 295 OL Nelson County (Lovingston) Virginia
    23. Beau Warren 6-4 250 OL Centreville (Clifford) Virginia Tech
    24.  John Bivens 6-2 210 LB Prince George Virginia
    25. Ed Barham 6-5 230 TE Surry County (Dendron) UNC

Back in December, The Roanoke Times unveiled its annual list of the top 100 senior football 
prospects in Virginia. Here’s a breakdown of where the top 25 are headed for college:

Virginia’s best on the move

Beamer OK with his class
HOKIES: 21 SIGNINGS

While there are not as 
many blue chippers, the 
Hokies coach believes 
the group has potential.

“I’m more concerned with
‘do we like the ones we

got?’ And I do.”
Frank Beamer

Virginia Tech coach on rankings of his incoming freshmen.

NATIONAL SIGNING DAY

By Randy King 
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Judging from the rankings 
and rating systems of the 
national college football 
recruiting services, Virginia 
Tech’s 2006 class doesn’t mea-
sure up to Hokie hauls of the 
past five years.  So what, Frank 
Beamer says. 

While admitting that Tech 
whiffed on some recruits it 
wanted, particularly inside 
the state, Beamer said the 
Hokies’ class announced on 
Wednesday could prove to 
be a home run before it leaves 
Blacksburg. 

“I don’t get into where guys 
are ranked and so forth that 
much. I’d say come back and 
check with me in two years, 
and let’s see where these guys 
are,” said Beamer, whose pro-
gram received national letters 
of intent from 19 recruits, in 
addition to two who enrolled 
at Tech in January. 

Think Beamer wasn’t ready 
for such a question? On cue, 
the veteran coach proceeded 
to run off the names of several 
past Tech standouts as prime 
examples of players who 
weren’t highly rated out of 
high school. 

“Jimmy Williams was 
ranked 26th ... and is prob-
ably going to be a first-round 
[NFL] draft choice [in April],” 
Beamer noted. “Jake Grove 
was 20th and was a first-round 
draft choice, I believe. Will 
Montgomery, we thought he 
was our best offensive lineman, 
and he was ranked 43rd in the 
state. James Anderson, who I 
think is going to have a great 
NFL career, was 26th. Anthony 
Davis, who is with Tampa Bay 
[Buccaneers], was 28th ... Wil-
lie Pile, with Dallas [Cowboys] 
was 31, Nick Sorensen, with 
Jacksonville, was 23 ... 

“So I’m not particularly 
concerned. I’m more con-
cerned with ‘do we like the 
ones we got?’ And I do. I think 
we’ve got a group that wants 
to be at Virginia Tech.” 

A year after landing nine of 
the state’s top 15 high school 
players as ranked by The 
Roanoke Times, Tech landed 
only one this year. The Hokies 
signed just six players from 

Virginia, the lowest amount 
in Beamer’s in 19 years as 
Tech coach. 

Topping the list of in-state 
signees were defensive end 
John Graves and linebacker 
Matt Wright, who were ranked 
seventh and 16th, respectively 
on the Times’ list. Defensive 
tackle Daryl Robertson of 
Liberty, quarterback Cam 
Chancellor of Norfolk, and 
offensive lineman Beau War-
ren of Clifton were the only 
other signees off the Times’ 
Top 25. 

Meanwhile, the top six 
players on the Times’ Top 25 
list chose to go out of state. 

“The last four or five years 
we’ve been great in our state, 
and the ones we got out of 
the state I feel great about,” 
Beamer said. “We’re going to 
continue to work hard in the 

state of Virginia and get back 
to hopefully keeping the num-
bers on our side. I think this 
was just one of those years 
that quite of few of [the top-
rated recruits] went out of 
state, and that’s disappointing. 
I think this was just one year 
here where it wasn’t important 
to the players of the parents or 
both that they stay in state.” 

Tech’s class included six 
defensive linemen, including 
three SuperPrep All-Ameri-
cans — Jason Adjepong and 
Mike Gee of New Jersey, 
and Graves. Offensive tackle 
Aaron Brown, a SuperPrep 
All-American who is enrolled 
at Tech this semester, figures 
to be the likeliest candidate of 
the class who could play as a 
true freshman this fall. 

Beamer said the class 
pretty much fit the program’s 

immediate needs. “I would 
have liked to have signed 
another offensive lineman and 
another tailback,” he said. “It 
just didn’t work out, but we’ll 
make up for it next year.” 

In non-recruiting news, 
Beamer said he expects to 
announce the hiring of an 
assistant to fill the void left by 
the loss of quarterbacks coach 
Kevin Rogers to the NFL’s Min-
nesota Vikings soon. All indica-
tions point to James Madison 
assistant Curt Newsome. 

“I’m going to sit down with 
Bryan Stinespring [Tech offen-
sive coordinator-offensive 
line coach] and see exactly 
do we want to talk about a 
quarterbacks coach that’s 
got experience there or go in 
another direction,” Beamer 
said. “I’m going to attack that 
right now.”




