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Lesson 6: Connections to the World

Newspaper Focus: International News

Objectives

Students will:
O Identify the five newspaper Ws — who, what,
when, where, why - in an international news story
O Analyze why a particular international news
story is important to them and their community.

Background

In this activity, students will be asked to identify the
Five Ws in an international news story and think about
why the story is important to them. Students must
think critically to make the connection between inter-
national events and their lives and their community.
You may choose to model the activity for students with
a “Think Aloud?” Students should evaluate the rele-
vance of each of the Five Ws. For example, if the “who”
is a prime minister, that might be more important than
if the “who” is a rock star. If your local newspaper car-
ries a limited number of international stories, collect

them over a week or more and assign a story to each

group.

Before Reading

1. Explain that editors carefully select stories they
think are relevant to readers.

2. Tell students that they are going to analyze one
international news story and explain why it is impor-
tant to them.

Performance rubric

Students can ... Exceed
: expectations

Identify the Five Ws in an international news story.

Explain why a particular news story is important
to them and their community.

3. Review the Five Ws with students.

4. Distribute or display an international news story to
the class. Have students find and identify each W in it.
5. Model for students how each W is relevant to read-
ers.

Guiding Reading

1. Assign students to small groups. Distribute a dif-
ferent international story to each group. Have students
read and discuss it.

2. Have students identify the Five Ws: Who are par-
ticipants in the story, or who is the subject of the story?
What is happening? Where does the story take place?
When did the events occur? Why did the events take
place?

3. After students have identified the Five Ws, have
them explain why that information is important to
understanding the story.

4. Have them explain why they think editors included
this story in the newspaper. (See Activity 6.)

After Reading
1. Have each group share its story and analysis with
the class.

Meet

. Revisit
expectations
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Activity 6: Connections to the World

Directions

1. Select an international news story to read and analyze.

2. Write the headline in the space provided.

3. Identify the Five Ws and write them in the space provided.

4. Explain why you think the facts of the story are important to newspaper readers.

Headline:

Five Ws Answer Importance to me Importance to others
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Lesson 7: Window on the Worild

Newspaper Focus: International News

Objectives

Students will:
O Identify and classify news stories from different
countries
O Evaluate relevance of international news to them
and others in the United States.

Background

In this activity, students will be asked to think about
how events in other parts of the world can affect their
lives and those of others in the United States. You may
choose to have students use their stories from

Lesson 6. Datelines appearing at the beginning of a
news story tell where the event occurred. In the early
days of newspapers when communication was much
slower, the date the event took place also was included
at the beginning. Some newspapers still include dates.

Before Reading
1. Ask volunteers to tell about a news event from

another country. Write what happened and the country

on the board.
2. Discuss how students learned about the event and
why it interested them.

Performance rubric

Students can ... Exceed
expectations

Identify and classify news stories from different
countries.

Evaluate relevance of international news to them
and others in the United States.

Guiding Reading

1. Remind students that editors decide which interna-
tional news stories to publish based on what they think
is important to readers.

2. Distribute newspapers. Tell students they are going
to collect data about international news coverage from
their local newspaper. Have them tally the number of
international stories in the newspaper.

3. Have students categorize the stories by country or
world region.

4. Have students analyze their data. Which countries/
regions are represented in the day’s newspaper? Are
there more stories from one country or region than
another? If yes, which one? Why? (See Activity 7.)

After Reading

1. As a class, discuss students’ findings. Ask why they
think the stories were published in the newspaper.

2. Ask why these events are of interest or importance
to them and others in the United States.

Meet

. Revisit
expectations
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Activity 7: Window on the World

Directions

1. List each country or region featured in your newspaper.

2. Explain why these stories are important to you and others in the United States.
3. List results of your international news story tally.

Countries/regions

Tally the number of stories from each country or region. Which country or region has the most stories in the

DYEWSPAPCIE

Why are the stories from this country or region important to you and others in the United States?
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Lesson 8: Making Predictions

Newspaper Focus: News Analysis

Objectives

Students will:
O Use prior knowledge appropriate to the subject of
a news analysis story
O Predict questions that will be answered in the
news analysis story.

Background

In this activity, students are asked to read the headline
of a news story, use their prior knowledge about the
subject and predict what the story will be about. It is
important to use a story labeled “news analysis” for this
activity. A news analysis story presents information in
context for the reader. You may choose to model the
activity for students before they work independently.
Your local newspaper may not include news analysis
stories every day, so you may need to collect several of
them over a week or more.

Before Reading

1. Review the Five Ws. Remind students that most
news stories are straightforward presentations of fac-
tual information.

2. Explain that newspapers also offer news analysis to
put a current topic in context or explain why certain
events took place.

3. Distribute or display a news analysis story. Explain
how it contains the Five W' but also provides explana-
tions for the news event.

Performance rubric

Students can ... Exceed
: expectations

Use prior knowledge appropriate to a news
analysis story.

Predict questions that will be answered in the
news analysis story.

Guiding Reading

1. Explain to students that they will use a “preview/
predict” strategy as they read news analysis stories.

2. Distribute or have students find a news analysis
story in the newspaper. Have them read the headline
only and then write one to three sentences about what
they know about the subject.

3. Next, have students write two questions they predict
will be answered by the information given in the news
analysis story. (See Activity 8.)

4. Have students read the news analysis story.

After Reading

1. Have students discuss whether and how their prior
knowledge about the subject was relevant to what they
read.

2. Discuss whether their predictions were correct or
incorrect and whether the story answered their ques-

tions.

Meet

. Revisit
expectations
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Activity 8: Making a Prediction

Directions

1. Write the headline of your news analysis story.

2. Write one to three sentences that tell what you already know about the subject of the story.
3. Write two questions that you predict will be answered in the story.

Headline ...

What you already know about the subject:

Put a check (V) next to the question(s) answered in the story.
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Lesson 9: Local Issues

Newspaper Focus: Editorial Pages

Objectives

Students will:
O Identify issues in opinion pages of the newspaper
O Research the issue
O Identify facts and opinions in an opinion piece.

Background

In this activity, students will identify an issue and
collect editorials, opinion pieces and letters to the
editor about it, perhaps over several days. Students
will research the issue using the Internet and other
resources. Finally, with what they have learned from
their research, students will identify facts and opinions
in the opinion piece they selected.

Before Reading

1. Share with students a familiar hypothetical issue,
such as mandatory school uniforms or banning soda
machines in the cafeteria. Encourage them to express
opinions about the issue and provide facts or specific
reasons to support their position.

2. Explain that newspapers serve as a forum for
citizens to express opinions about community, state,
national or international issues.

3. Remind students that the First Amendment protects
the press from censorship so citizens can express their
opinions.

Guiding Reading

1. Distribute newspapers. Have students find and scan
editorial and opinion pages.

Performance rubric

2. Have them read the day’s editorial(s) and identify an
issue.

3. Explain that an editorial represents the newspaper’s
position on an issue.

4. Lead a discussion of the day’s editorial topic asking
students what they know about it, where they learned
about it and any opinion they might have about it.

5. Read the editorial again with students and have
them find and underline facts. Have them circle words
and phrases that express an opinion. Discuss how facts
and opinions are used in the editorial.

6. Have students find opinion columns and letters to
the editor. Explain that editorial and opinion pages
reflect a variety of opinions on different topics. This
provides readers the opportunity to read different
points of view and develop opinions on a topic.

7. Divide the class into groups. Assign each group

a topic from the editorial pages or allow students to
select, with your approval, a topic of interest to them.
8. Allow time for students to research the topic in class
or as homework. Direct them to an Internet search,
print references or the library. Or, have them interview
people knowledgeable about the topic.

9. Have students read the opinion piece again. As they
do, have them list facts and opinions provided by the
writer in the chart in Activity 9. (See Activity 9.)

After Reading

1. Have students share their reports with the class. Ask
them to explain whether any of their research findings
differ from information presented in the opinion piece.

Students can ... : Exceed : Meet

: . Revisit
expectations expectations

Conduct research on a specific issue.

Identify opinions in an opinion piece.
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Activity 9: Local Issues

Directions

1. Select a topic from the editorial or opinion pages that interests you.
2. Read several columns or letters to the editor about the topic.
3. Using the chart below:

a. List facts and details given in columns or letters you read.

b. List words and phrases that reflect the writers” opinions.

c. Research the topic on the Internet, in print resources or by interviewing someone who knows
about the topic. List your research findings.

4. After completing your research, write a brief paragraph stating your opinion about the topic. In your paragraph,
explain reasons for your position and provide supporting facts and details.

Source: Headline and Facts/details

L Opinions : Research findings
writer’s name 8

Write a brief paragraph stating your opinion on the topic. Be sure to support your opinion with facts and details.
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Lesson 10: Get It Here

Newspaper Focus: Display Ads

Objectives

Students will:
(O Make the connection between advertising and
business size/type
O Make generalizations about the community
based on ads placed in the newspaper.

Background

In this activity, students will identify and tally types

of businesses in their community based on ads in the
newspaper. Display ads generally are placed on the bot-
tom half of pages throughout the newspaper.

Before Reading

1. Distribute newspapers to students. Have them
separate the newspaper into sections and choose one
for this activity.

2. Tell students to open their sections to any page and
circle the first ad that attracts their attention.

3. Ask students why the ad caught their attention.

Its size? Large type or images? Color? Was the ad for
something that interests them?

4. Have students find and discuss other ads. Encour-
age them to see the relationship between the type of
businesses that advertise and the audience and focus of
their sections.

5. Explain that many advertisers request that their ads
be published in the section they expect their customers
read. For example, businesses selling athletic footwear
prefer to run ads in the sports section.

Performance rubric

Students can ... Exceed
: expectations

Make the connection between advertising and
business size and type.

Make generalizations about their community
based on newspaper ads.

Guiding Reading

1. Tell students they are going to gather data about
their community by counting display ads in the
newspaper.

2. Divide students into groups. Assign each group one
section of the newspaper or more. Have each group
classify ads by size - large (one-half or full page),
medium (one-fourth to one-half page) or smaller than
one-fourth of a page.

3. Have students write businesses’ names in the
appropriate column. (See Activity 10.)

4. Asa class, organize the groups’ findings into a chart
or graph on the board.

After Reading

1. Have students review data in the chart carefully.
2. Ask students to name and categorize types, variety
and sizes of the businesses in their community:

D Which businesses had large ads, and why did
they place them? Are they large businesses in the
community?

D Which businesses had small ads, and why
did they place them? Are they small businesses?
Do they have a narrow focus in contrast to large
discount or retail stores that would appeal to many
readers?

3. Have students analyze their data and identify the
kinds of businesses represented in the newspaper. What
generalizations can they make about their community
based on advertising data?

4. Discuss differences and similarities among general-
izations by each group.

Meet

. Revisit
expectations
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Activity 10: Get It Here

Directions

1. Classify each ad in your newspaper section by size and type. Write the name and types of the businesses

(large retail, specialty store, restaurant, service such as cell phone provider, bank, etc.) in the appropriate

column in the chart below.

2. In one sentence, write a generalization about your community based on ads your group tallied and categorized.
3. In one sentence, write a generalization about your community based on all data collected by the class.

Large: one-half to full page

Medium: one-fourth to one-half page

Small: smaller than one-fourth page

Look at data from the ads in your assigned section. What does the data say about your community?
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Lesson 11: Here or There

Newspaper Focus: Classified Ads

Objectives

Students will:
O Locate a classified ad for specific goods and
services
O Research ads for the same goods and services in
the online classified section
© Compare accessibility and ease of use between
print and online classified sections.

Background

In this activity, students will explore the classified
section in their print newspaper and its online
classified section. On their front pages, classified sec-
tions generally include an index showing how the ads
are categorized. You should find a tab or link to the
classified section on the newspaper’s home page and be
able to walk students through the search process and
appropriate links. If you have computers with Internet
access, allow students to work in pairs or small groups.
If you have limited computer and Internet access, you
may want to conduct the second part of the activity as
a class. If access is difficult, omit the second part of the

activity.

Performance rubric

Students can ... Exceed
: expectations

Locate ads for specific kinds of items in the
print classified section.

Locate ads for specific kinds of items in the online
classified section. :

Compare and contrast the print and online
classified ad search.

Before Reading

1. Review with students that display advertisements are
those purchased and placed in the newspaper by busi-
nesses. Explain that individuals and businesses also can
place newspaper ads in the classified section.

2. Show students the classified section and explain
how it is organized.

3. Point out the index and show students how to locate
ads for specific kinds of items in the classified section.

Guiding Reading

1. Tell students that they are going to look for specific
items in the classified section of the print newspaper,
then search the online edition of the newspaper for the
same or similar items.

2. Assign students to groups. Distribute newspapers.
3. Have students complete their search of the classi-
fieds. (See Activity 11.)

4. Have students look for the same or similar items in
the online edition.

5. Have students compare and contrast their searches.
What was the same about the two searches? What was
different? Which did they prefer? Why?

Meet

. Revisit
expectations

28

NIE Week 2009



Activity 11: Here or There?

Directions

1. The chart below lists items you must identify and find in the classified section of your newspaper.

2. Write items that you found in the print newspaper in the appropriate column in the chart.

3. Go to the newspaper’s online edition. Use the online classified section to find the same or similar items.
4. Write items that you found online in the appropriate column in the chart.

m Print classified section Online classified section

A pet you would like to have

........................................................................................................................................................

4444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444

Someone who could repair something in
your house

A house you would like to live in

What was the same about your search in the print and online classified sections?
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Lesson 12: Fun and Fitness

Newspaper Focus: Sports

Objectives

Students will:
O Collect and categorize data about sports events
noted in the local newspaper
(O Make generalizations about sports in their com-

munity.

Background

In this activity, students will use data-gathering skills
to tally and categorize sports stories in the newspaper.
They will analyze data and identify opportunities for
community members to participate in or attend sports
events. Be sure students include individual and recre-
ational sports.

Before Reading

1. Ask students what kind of sports they like to watch
or play. List responses on the board.

2. Put checks (V) next to sports in which students like
to participate.

3. Put stars (*) next to sports they like to watch.

4. Ask students what kinds of sports opportunities
are available in their community. List responses on the
board.

Performance rubric

Students can ... Exceed
expectations

Collect data on sporting events noted in
the newspaper.

Make generalizations about sports in their
community.

Guiding Reading

1. Distribute copies of the newspaper. Direct students
to the sports section. If other sections contain sports
news, such as local or national, distribute those, too.
2. Have students list all sports written about in the
newspaper. Have them tally the number of times each
sport is reported. (See Activity 12.)

After Reading

1. Have students share findings with the class. What
generalizations can they make about sports in their
community? Is it a sports town? Does it favor team
or individual sports? Are school sports covered in the
same way as professional sports?

Meet
expectations

Revisit
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Activity 12: Fun and Fitness

Directions

1. Find all of the stories about sports in your newspaper and circle each headline.

2. Write the headline for each story in the appropriate column in the chart below.

3. Based on your findings, write one generalization about sports in your community.

Type of sport Headline (local/amateur) Headline (professional sports)

Team sport

Individual sport

Based on the number and kind of sports covered in your local newspaper, what general statement can you make about
sports in your community?
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Lesson 13: Community and Culture

Newspaper Focus: Entertainment Pages

Objectives
Students will:

Guiding Reading

1. Distribute newspapers. Direct students to the enter-
tainment section.

2. Have them locate stories or community-calendar

O Collect and categorize data about cultural events listings that reflect examples discussed earlier in the

in their community lesson.

O Analyze cultural opportunities in their commu- 3. Assign students to small groups. Have them read

nity and categorize stories about cultural or entertainment

O Make generalizations about the cultural climate opportunities in the community. (See Activity 13.)

of their community.
After Reading

Background 1. As a class, have students compare findings. Based on

In this activity, students will use data-gathering skills to their data, ask them to make generalizations about the
tally and categorize cultural stories in the newspaper. cultural climate of their community. Are there many
This data will be analyzed to assess cultural opportuni- opportunities to visit museums and to see live perfor-
ties in the community such as museum exhibits, live mances?
performances and workshops or classes in the arts. 2. What types of cultural events seem most available in
the community?

Before Reading 3. Do the data support or challenge their assumptions
1. Ask students to discuss the types of cultural about cultural opportunities in their community?
activities they like to observe or participate in, such

as school, community or professional plays. Do they

attend live concerts? Visit museums? Create art or

perform?

2. Write responses on the board.

3. Put a check (V) next to activities in which students

like to participate.

4. Put a star (*) next to activities they like to watch.

5. Have students discuss what they view as cultural

opportunities in their community.

Performance rubric

Students can ... Exceed Meet

: . Revisit
expectations expectations

Collect and categorize data about cultural
events in their community.

Make generalizations about the cultural
climate of their community.
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Activity 13: Community and Culture

Directions

1. Find stories and listings about cultural events in your community. Circle the headlines.

2. Write the headline of each story or listing under the appropriate category in the chart below.

3. Based on information found in the newspaper about cultural events, write a generalization about cultural oppor-
tunities in your community.

Type of event Individual event/performance Group event/performance

Museum exhibit

Art show or festival

Concert

Based on the number and kind of cultural events reported in the newspaper, what general statement can you make
about cultural opportunities in your community?
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Lesson 14: Leisure Living

Newspaper Focus: Lifestyle Pages,

How-to Columns

Objectives

Students will:
O Identify stories and features in the lifestyle sec-
tion of the newspaper
) Make connections between lifestyle articles,
modern living stories and features, and themselves
and a family member or friend.

Background

In this activity, students will explore topics and features
of the lifestyle or modern living sections of their local
newspaper. Generally, the section is named some-
thing similar to “Today’s Life” or “Modern Living” or
“Lifestyle” The focus often is predictable. One day may
focus on family issues, while another covers food and
cooking. Become familiar with themes and publication
days, especially on the day newspapers are delivered to
your school. If an appropriate topic is not included on
delivery day(s), collect stories to use with this activity.

Before Reading

1. Ask students to discuss what they like to do for fun.
Video games? Crafts? Try new foods? List responses on
the board.

2. Show students several examples of the lifestyle/
modern living sections of your newspaper. Discuss the
variety of topics found in them and to whom they are
directed.

Performance rubric

Students can ... Exceed
: expectations

Identify stories and features of the lifestyle
sections of the newspaper.

Make a personal connection to a lifestyle story
or feature.

Guiding Reading

1. Distribute copies of the newspaper. Direct students
to the lifestyle/modern living section.

2. Have students find a story or feature that connects
to them and report on it.

3. Have students find a story or feature that connects
to a family member or friend and report on it. (See
Activity 14.)

After Reading

1. Have students share their story and feature choices
and explain the reason(s) for selecting them.

2. Asa class, compare and contrast story choices. Do
common interests or themes emerge?

Meet

. Revisit
expectations
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Activity 14: Leisure Living

Directions

1. Look through the lifestyle section of your newspaper. Find a feature, story or how-to column
that appeals to you. Explain why you chose this item.

2. Find a newspaper story that would interest a family member or friend. Explain why that person
would be interested in it.

3. Write answers in the chart below.

Lifestyle story/how-to column Why does it make a connection?

Write the headline of a story or feature that interests you.

........................................................................................................................................................

Write the headline of a story or feature that would interest

a family member or friend.
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Lesson 15: Putting It All Together

Newspaper Focus: All

Objectives

Students will:
O Develop a personal newspaper plan based on
their interests and the newspaper.

Background

In this activity, students will use their newspaper
knowledge to make connections to their interests and
needs.

Before Reading

1. Review the various newspaper sections that students
read and worked with in Lessons 1-14. Ask them to
name the sections and their focus. Write responses on
the board.

2. Ask how many students had read any of the sections
before doing these lessons.

3. Write the number of students responding next to
each section listed.

Performance rubric

Students can ...

Identify newspaper stories and items relevant to
their interests and needs.

Exceed
expectations

36

Guiding Reading

1. Tell students that this activity will send them
throughout the newspaper. Explain that their final
project will be unique because they will use parts of the
newspaper that relate most closely to their interests and
needs.

2. Review the personal newspaper plan.

(See Activity 15.)

3. Distribute copies of the newspaper. Have students
complete Activity 15 independently.

After Reading
1. Have students share their work. Encourage them to
discuss personal connections to the news.

Meet

. Revisit
expectations
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Activity 15: Putting It All Together — Personal Newspaper Plan

Directions
1. Find a newspaper story or feature for each question on the planner.
2. Write the headline of the story or feature in the chart below.

S rina |

1. A national or international news story that you
think is important to you as a U.S. citizen.

3. An editorial, opinion column or letter to the editor
about a topic important to you.

5. A classified ad for something you would like to
have.

6. An item in an ad or a story that would make

your life better.

9. A lifestyle story about something to which

you can relate.

10. Your favorite comic strip.

Write a paragraph that demonstrates how different parts of the newspaper relate to your life. Use the back of this sheet

if necessary.
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